2007 Match Reports
Bideford Saturday Second XI v Tiverton Heathcoat Second XI

Devon Cricket League Division C

Westward Ho! 5 May 2007

A strong looking Bideford Saturday Second XI started their 2007 Devon League C Division promotion campaign with a comfortable seven wicket victory over Tiverton Heathcoat. The visitors put themselves into bat and their score had reached 14 in the fifth over when Bidefords opening stalwart bowler Roy Williams had Heathcoats skipper Chilcott trapped LBW for six. Randerson having played two sumptuous cover drives off the home sides other opening bowler Jack Perham was then needlessly run out after attempting a quick single to the alert Fergie Bradbeer fielding at backward square leg. Twenty three for two in the 7th over then became 50 for three in the 12th when Andrews was also judged LBW for 12 to Bidefords birthday boy Josh King. Only ten runs had been added when Heathcoats other opener Parks was out having top scored with 24 to leave the visitors struggling on 60 for 4. Two more Heathcoat batsmen quickly followed both bowled by Williams without scoring to put the visitors in real trouble at 61 for 6 with only 15 overs completed. In the 23rd over Williams then had Johnstone also clean bowled for six to finish the match with five wickets and reduce Heathcoat at the halfway stage of their innings to 75 for 7. Only another three overs had been bowled and just 12 runs added when it became 87 for 8 when Head was out for 13 to a good delivery from Bidefords Matt Clarke. Fergie Bradbeer Bidefords other reliable seamer was then introduced to take the final two wickets to close Heathcoats Innings for a lowly 102.

That total didn’t look like anywhere near enough when Bidefords openers quickly put on 17 inside three overs before Johnstone dismissed Bradbeer LBW for 4.  Martin and Will Barratt Bidefords father and son combination then joined each other at the wicket to steady the innings and keep the scoreboard ticking over from one end while some very accurate bowling by Heathcoats very impressive spinner Williams slowed the run rate down to three an over when Will Barratt having made a useful and watchful 21 and been almost run out in the previous over edged the ball for Parks to take a sharp catch at slip to leave Bideford on 55 for 2 after 19 overs. Bidefords Skipper Kevin Fishleigh having promoted himself up the order to find some batting form started a little tentatively but gradually played himself in to cut and sweep two boundaries help build another partnership with Martin Barratt to advance the score to 82 when Barratt who had played some very productive back foot strokes through the covers to reach a combative 38 was then bowled by Johnstone in the 30th over to bring Bidefords aggressive Peter Stevens out to the middle and he announced his intentions very quickly by dispatching only his third ball for a straight six to leave Bideford requiring just nine to win. It was all over just four balls later when with Fishleigh at the non-strikers end on 12 Stevens struck a four and then another powerful six to finish with a quickfire 16 not out for Bideford to wrap up a comprehensive win and serve notice to its rivals that the club will be challenging very strongly at the top of C Division this term.                               

Match Statistics

Tiverton Heathcoat 102 all out from 30 overs. Chilcott 6, Parks 24, Randerson 8, Andrews 12, Head 13, Blackmore 0, T.Hague 0, Johnstone 6, Williams M, 5, 
M.Hague ,9   Bowling R. Williams 13-4-27-5, F. Bradbeer 2 -1-1-2,  
Bideford 104 for 3 from 32 overs. Bradbeer 4, M. Barratt 38, W. Barratt, 21, K.Fishleigh 12.n.o. P.Stevens 16 n.o. Bowling M.Williams 10-6-8-1

Bideford won by 7 wickets.                       
