
Brian Champion – President Bideford CC 
 

It is with much sadness we report the passing of our 

President Brian Champion on Wednesday 27th 

January, 2021. A little bit of Bideford CC has gone, but 

won't be forgotten. 

 

Brian was born in 1935 and raised in and around 

London before moving to Westward Ho! in 1982. He 

attended Haberdashers' Aske's Boys' School where he 

played cricket, rugby and football. 

 

He spent the War in London - he was never evacuated - 

as his father was in the RAF stationed at Biggin Hill. 

Brian worked in engineering for Marconi, being involved 

in designing night sights for Chieftain tanks as well as 

working on Challenger 1 and sea wolf missiles. 

 

He played his cricket at Billericay Cricket Club before 

moving to Westward Ho! where he immediately became 

part of the club here, firstly as player, but then as coach, umpire, Chairman and latterly our 

President. 

 

He played cricket in the Sunday 2nd team and also in midweek friendlies. 

 

He was our club chairman from 1993 to 2009 and then succeeded Peter Adams as club 

president in 2015. Being a very practical person he was always involved in various projects 

within the club as well. 

 

He soon became colts cricket organiser and for many years he was Chairman of the North 

Devon colts league and he was also heavily involved with the running of the district youth 

cricket programme. 

 

After his career ended as a player he took up umpiring and for many years he umpired for 

Bideford 2nd XI. He was the first ever winner of the Tony Miller award for umpires. 

 

In 2009 he attended a test match in Cardiff 

with Andy Davies where they were both 

presented with an award from the ECB for 

services to youth cricket. He was well 

respected within the cricket fraternity and his 

involvement continued until ill health 

prevented this. 

 

Brian was a life-long Tottenham Hotspur 

supporter. 

 

He is survived by his wife of 61 years Colleen and his daughter Karen and son Andy. Our 

condolences go out to them all.  A number of tributes have already been left on our 

Facebook page: 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 


